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Introduction

The Centre for Global Education develops
and delivers virtual collaborative learning
projects that engage and empower children
as global citizens, by connecting them to the
people, places, and issues they are learning
about in their classrooms.

cgeducation.org
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Live Event Information

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the
Truth and Reconciliation video conference!

The event will take place:
Sept 29, 2023 at 12.00 ET

It is a 45-min interactive
session hosted on zoom.
Students will have
opportunities to ask our hosts
questions and share their
thoughts with learners from
around the world.

Join Zoom Meeting

This event is possible through
a partnership between the
Centre for Global Education,
Patricia St. Denis, and
TakinglTGlobal.

The content covered in this
Educators Guide may be
triggering for some students.
Please ensure all learners have
access to crisis supports during
and after lessons.

Indian Residential School
Survivors Society 24-hour crisis
line

1-866-925-4419

1(800) 721-0066

IRSSS Website

If you are unable to make it to the live event, please access our

YouTube Livestream to watch a recording of the session at any time.

Watch Youtube Live
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https://takingitglobal.zoom.us/j/97900338241
https://takingitglobal.zoom.us/j/97900338241
https://www.youtube.com/live/JNw_VWt5hls?feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/live/JNw_VWt5hls?feature=share
https://www.irsss.ca/
https://www.irsss.ca/
http://www.cgeducation.org/
https://www.tigweb.org/

About This Educators Guide

Prepare for Live Event

In order to make the live
events as interactive as
possible, we ask that all
participants prepare
questions or comments
related to the content of the
educators Guide.

Age Range

Our activities are created with
an elementary age range in
focus. However; you know
your learners best, so feel
free to engage in whatever
material fits your students
current level and topic of
focus. Activities are created at
an easier learning level but
presented with optional
extensions for higher learners.

Classroom Activities

All of the learning activities in
this document are designed
to be completed in your
classroom prior to the live
event. Most activities will
require a device with access
to the internet and will take
approximately 45 minutes to
complete.

Learning Objectives

To educate students on the
past and current issues
surrounding the government
of Canada’s colonisation of
indigenous peoples and
provide guidance to help
students take action in their
communities toward
reconciliation with diverse
indigenous groups across
Turtle Island.
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Activity 1- NativeLand
EDIAR

Ages: 9 - 12 Time: 45 min Activity

Big ldeas:

Traditional Territory - the ancestral and contemporary connections of Indigenous
peoples to a geographical area. Territories may be defined by kinship ties,
occupation, seasonal travel routes, trade networks, management of resources, and
cultural and linguistic connections to place.

Treaty- constitutionally recognized agreements between the Crown and Indigenous
peoples. Most of these agreements describe exchanges where Indigenous nations
agree to share some of their interests in their ancestral lands in return for various
payments and promises.

Goals:

e Students will identify the traditional lands where they live

e Students will explore the diversity of culture and language found within
indigenous groups of so-called Canada

e Students will gain an appreciation for the rich culture at risk of disappearing
across Turtle Island

Procedure:
1. Watch the introduction video: The word Indigenous — explained | CBC Kids News

(2:27)

2. Have your students see how many indigenous groups/territories they can name.
eg. ©"A%° <°P* | Néhiyaw-Askiy | Plains Cree
Write all answers on the whiteboard then discuss:
¢ Do they know where these territories are?
¢ Do they know which indigenous peoples have lived on these lands historically?
e Do they know the name of the Indigenous territory that they live on?

3. Search your current location on NativeLand and have students answer the
following questions:
a.What are the Indigenous territories that traditionally are found in the area
you live?
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https://youtu.be/CISeEFTsgDA
https://native-land.ca/

b. What Indigenous languages are traditionally spoken in your area?
c. Are there treaties that cover the area where you live?

4. Research two or three of the Indigenous groups in your area. \Whose.land can be
a good starting point. This can be completed as a class, or individually/small groups
for higher level learners.

a.What are some cultures and traditions from these groups?

b.What native plants are important to them?

c.What are their main food sources?

d.What are some main geographic aspects that make this area unique?

5. Ensure you highlight the diversity in these groups and draw ‘students' attention
to the vast array of different cultures that need to be protected across Turtle Island.

Extension: Presentation

1. Students can be divided into small groups and assigned one indigenous
community to focus on.

2. They will be tasked with creating a poster or virtual presentation highlighting the
information they gathered on their indigenous group.

3. All posters can be presented to the class through a show and tell or gallery walk.
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https://www.whose.land/en/

Activity 2 - Colonisation Isn't History

Ages: 9 - 12 Time: 45 min

Big Ideas:

Residential Schools - a systematic, government-sponsored attempt to destroy
Aboriginal cultures and languages and to assimilate Aboriginal peoples so that they
no longer existed as distinct peoples. The TRC characterized this intent as “cultural

genocide.”

The National Residential School Crisis Line 1-866-925-4419
Indian Residential School Survivors and Family Crisis Line 1-800-721-0066

Goals:
» Students will uncover the past and present issues indigenous peoples are facing

because of colonisation practices
¢ Students will express their learning through art

1. Watch the introduction video: When | Was Eight by Margaret Pokiak-Fenton

2. Discussion Questions:
e What feelings or thoughts do you have after reading the book?
e How does your schooling experience compare to the experience discussed in the

book?
e What do you suppose happens to people who are not permitted to celebrate

their culture?
3. Have student create a piece of art that represents a message of hope for a
residential school survivor. Art pieces can be made up of words or images and can
be digital or physical.

Extension: Infographic Design
1.Students can conduct further research into the History and Timeline of

residential school system.
2.Information can then be presented as an infographic.
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https://youtu.be/9xpzsdDGiqo
https://nctr.ca/education/teaching-resources/residential-school-history/
https://nctr.ca/exhibits/residential-school-timeline/

Activity 3 - Climate Protectors

Ages: 9 - 12 Time: 45 min

Big Ideas:

Climate Change - a change in the typical weather for a region such as high and low
temperatures and amount of rainfall. Earth is warming and human activities, such as
the destruction of forests and burning fossil fuels, create extra greenhouse gases
leading to a warmer Earth and more severe weather patterns.

Goals:
e Students will explore different biomes in Canada being affected by climate change

o Students will gain an appreciation for the past and current actions of indigenous
peoples that work toward the protection and restoration of ecological areas

Procedure:
1. Read one or both of the books:
Sila and The Land by Ariana Roundpoint, Shelby Angalik, and Lindsay DuPré or

watch this read aloud
We Are Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom or watch this read aloud

2. As a class, explore three areas of climate concern in Canada:
e QOceans
 Wetlands
e Forests

3. Have students share their ideas around four topics for each area:
» Benefits to our environment.

* Issues facing the area.
 What are some actions indigenous groups are taking to fight for these areas?

e Actions we can take that benefit the area

Extension: Research
1.Students can be in charge of conducting their own research.
2.In small groups, have the student choose a role (scribe, timekeeper,

speaker, etc.)
3.0nce their research is complete student can present their findings to the

class as a slideshow.
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https://www.climatekids.org/oceans
https://www.lovetoknow.com/parenting/kids/wetlands-kids
https://archive.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/impacts/effects/forests.html
https://programs.greenlearning.ca/sila-and-the-land
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqWTouyaQ-8

Activity 4 - Reflecting on Reconciliation

Ages: 9 - 12 Time: 45 min

Big Ideas:

Reconciliation - The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) defines
reconciliation as an ongoing process of establishing and maintaining respectful
relationships. The TRC's 94 Calls to Action can be found here.

Goals:

o Students will appreciate the urgent need to take action
e Students will make a plan to act in the name of reconciliation with indigenous
peoples

Procedure:

1. Ask the students the introduction question: What is your understanding of the
term ‘reconciliation’?

2. Watch the video: What is reconciliation? | CBC Kids News

3. Have a class discussion on the following questions:
 What would reconciliation look like, if and when it is achieved? Explain.
* Why do you suppose reconciliation is a process directed at non-indigenous
Canadians?
* What does reconciliation mean to you? Your class? Your school?

6. Have students fill in a reflection page by diving it into three sections:
| used to think...
e Now | think...
» My hope for reconciliation is...

Extension: eCards

1. Have students view progress from the government of Canada on each of
the TRC's 94 Calls to Action by visiting Beyond 94.

2. Visit GreenlLearning and have students create a eCard with their own
demand for action on reconciliation for decision makers.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/newsinteractives/beyond-94?&cta=1
https://programs.greenlearning.ca/ecards
https://youtu.be/WEj5vjc2EDk

Residential Schools

Residential School History | National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation
The Residential School System | Indigenous Foundations

Stolen Children | Residential School survivors speak out (18:35)
Canadian Indian residential school gravesites | Wikipedia

100 Years of Loss: The Residential School System in Canada | Legacy of
Hope Foundation

Sixties Scoop | Indigenous Foundations

Treaties
Aboriginal Treaties | The Canadian Encyclopedia

TRCs 94 Calls to Action
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action
In Our Words (50:41)

Treaty Stories

Opening (7:13):

Treaty 6 - Saddle Lake (8:56)
Treaty 7 - Blackfoot Crossing (5:29)
Treaty 7 - Kainai Pow wow (3:00)
Métis (8:39)

Treaty 8 - Chipewyan Prairie (9:57)
Reflection (6:42)

Turtle Island
Turtle Island | The Canadian Encyclopedia

Glossary of Terms
Pulling Together: Foundations Guide
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https://nctr.ca/education/teaching-resources/residential-school-history/
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_residential_school_system/
https://youtu.be/vdR9HcmiXLA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Indian_residential_school_gravesites
https://ied.sd61.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/112/2019/02/100_Years_of_Loss_Teacher_Guide.pdf
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/sixties_scoop/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aboriginal-treaties
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://youtu.be/XlC1nowTyP0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENbyPyJTLNs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2g3qF6lvsU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlvrXgQ0nOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5OjRFpCW50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdKlNstl1Cc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uYf1NrC4D8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4Wgd_1niMI
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/turtle-island
https://opentextbc.ca/indigenizationfoundations/back-matter/glossary-of-terms/#Unceded_Lands

eCards is an environmental education and advocacy tool for
grades 7-12 that aims to empower youth to act for the climate by
learning about environmental issues, creating informed
messages, and acting on them. By sending an eCard to a decision
maker, eCards allow learners to express what they have learned
through their research and what matters most to them through
art and writing in order to generate awareness and to take
meaningful, collective action.

Begin Your eCard
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Curriculum Connections
Alberta

Social Studies

In this Educators Guide Students will:
e asses and examine critically
e appreciate an understanding of history
e analyse diverse peoples
e recognize positive and negative impacts
e evaluate impacts
e compare and contrast

4 1.7 value Alberta’s physical geography and natural environment

4.1.2 examine, critically, the physical geography of Alberta

4 1.4 analyze how Albertans interact with their environment

4.2 1 appreciate how an understanding of Alberta’s history, peoples and stories
contributes to their own sense of belonging and identity

4.2 .2 assess, critically, how the cultural and linguistic heritage and diversity of
Alberta has evolved over time

4.3.1 appreciate the factors contributing to quality of life in Alberta:

4.3.3 examine, critically, Alberta’s changing cultural and social dynamics

5.1.1value Canada’s physical geography and natural environment

5.1.2 examine, critically, the physical geography of Canada

5.1.3 analyze how people in Canada interact with the environment

5.2.1 appreciate the complexity of identity in the Canadian context

5.2.2 examine, critically, the ways of life of Aboriginal peoples in Canada
5.2.3 examine, critically, ways of life in New France

5.2.4 examine, critically, ways of life of the fur traders

5.2.5 examine, critically, ways of life of the United Empire Loyalists

5.3.1 appreciate how changes impact citizenship and identity

5.3.2 assess, critically, the changes that occurred in Canada immediately
following Confederation
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Curriculum Connections
Alberta

Social Studies

6.1.1 recognize how individuals and governments interact and bring about
change within their local and national communities

6.1.2 demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental principles of
democracy

6.1.3 analyze how the democratic ideals of equity and fairness have influenced
legislation in Canada over time

6.1.6 analyze how individuals, groups and associations within a community
impact decision making of local and provincial governments

6.2.4 analyze the structure and functions of the Iroquois Confederacy

7.1.1 appreciate the influence of diverse Aboriginal, French and British peoples
on events leading to Confederation

/.1.2 appreciate the challenges of co-existence among peoples

7.1.3 compare and contrast diverse social and economic structures within the
societies of Aboriginal, French and British peoples in pre-Confederation
Canada

7.1.4 assess, critically, the economic competition related to the control of the
North American fur trade

7.1.5 assess, critically, the political competition between the French and the
British in attempting to control North America

/.21 recognize the positive and negative aspects of immigration and migration
7.2.2 recognize the positive and negative consequences of political decisions
7.2.3 appreciate the challenges that individuals and communities face when
confronted with rapid change

7/.2.4 assess, critically, the role, contributions and influence of the Red River
Métis on the development of western Canada

7.2.5 evaluate the impact of Confederation and of subsequent immigration on
Canada from 1867 to the First World War

/.2.6 assess, critically, the impacts of social and political changes on individual
and collective identities in Canada since 1918
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