WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?

Biodiversity loss is currently one of the major environmental
issues facing us. Biodiversity, or biological diversity, is

® the variety of species (animals, plants, mushrooms,
bacteria, etc.) living on Earth;

* the variety of individuals of the same species (differences
in colour, size, shape, etc.);

e the variety of ecosystems (forest, marsh, desert, etc.)
where these species evolve; and

e the interactions among the species of the same N\
ecosystem.

WHAT ABGOUT US? £

We are also part of biodiversity and our actions have
major repercussions on ecosystems. Biodiversity is e
indispensable to our survival; without it, life on Earth
% would not exist as we know it. We use the products

.{-.f, ] and services of biological diversity every day for food,
= clothing, shelter, to filter air and soil, in manufacturing

9 our drugs, etc. Although we often take it for granted,
- biodiversity is seriously threatened, particularly by
human activities.

TIME FOR SOME ACTION!

The activities we propose will give your students a better
understanding of

® the relationships among species within an ecosystem;

® the dangers threatening biodiversity; and

* the impacts that biodiversity loss can have on our way of life.

The young participants will be encouraged to think about simple
actions they can take individually and collectively to protect
nature’'s bounty.




